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HOUSING — AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Housing 
MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing) [12.05 pm]: I wish to advise the house of an 
outstanding performance by the Department of Housing at a major state awards ceremony on the weekend. Of 
the 13 categories for this year’s Urban Development Institute of Australia Western Australian Awards for 
Excellence, the Department of Housing won five. The department gained accolades for housing developments in 
South Hedland, Success, Ellenbrook and the Peel region in the categories of affordable development, seniors 
living, and medium-density development. The department also took home both the Judges’ Award and the 
Rising Star Award. The award-winning projects were excellent examples of how the government can leverage 
partnerships with private developers and non-government organisations to create attractive and affordable 
housing options without compromising quality.  

The winning entrant in the affordable development category, Malvern Springs in Ellenbrook, is a joint venture 
partnership between the department and Morella Pty Ltd. It has a product mix with half the lots priced under 
$200 000 for the land component, product innovation with the development of five and six-metre terraced 
dwellings and more efficient use of smaller lots. 

The department partnered with Goodland Properties for the medium-density development category to win with 
the Stella Orion Apartments in Success. This project also received the Rising Star Award given to an outstanding 
entry that has not participated in the awards in previous years. The Stella Orion project consists of 130 one and 
two–bedroom apartments offering modern living in a convenient location near the Mandurah–Perth rail line at an 
affordable price. 

In the seniors living category, the winning project was Bethanie Peel Community Housing, a partnership by the 
department with Bethanie Housing Ltd. This development consists of 96 units constructed in two two-storey 
blocks. It provides a high-quality and well-designed village environment for seniors who need a low-cost rental 
housing solution. 

The department’s South Hedland New Living project won the Judges’ Award for the second time, having taken 
home this award in 2010. The department partnered with JAXON Pty Ltd on this urban renewal project. The 
Judges’ Award recognises outstanding achievement or innovation in a particular aspect of development. The 
project will revitalise South Hedland and see the refurbishment of more than 480 houses and planned 
development of 1 000 residential lots. 

The department’s winning UDIA developments all have a strong emphasis on making housing more affordable 
and appropriate for low to moderate income earners. They represent a diverse range of affordable housing 
opportunities that are available for average Western Australians from first home buyers to senior citizens, as well 
as for those in regional Western Australia. As these awards demonstrate, affordable does not have to mean low 
quality. Through effective partnerships, the resources, expertise and experience of government can combine with 
that of the private sector to ensure the success of the state’s affordable housing strategy and achieve our goal to 
deliver at least 20 000 affordable homes by 2020. 
 


